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panic-stricken. The only obstacle to the enemy's attack
was a chain which had been stretched across the
river below Upnor, but not a gun had been planted
for its protection. There was not even a gun-boat ready
to prevent the Dutch removing it,

Monk instantly sent back to Gravesend to order
on the artillery, and then hurried to the chain to throw
up flanking batteries. It was soon discovered that there
were not enough tools for the working-parties. More
were sent for, and answer came that they coulcl
not be delivered without proper requisitions. Stickler
as Monk was for orderly routine, he was no man to see
his country strangled with red tape. With a sufficient
force he marched to the stores, broke them open, and
seized everything he wanted.

His next care was to arm and man Upnor Castle
opposite Chatham; and to gain time till the works were
complete he ordered ships to be sunk in the channels
below the chain. To Pett and the most skilful pilots the
work was committed, and Monk went to superintend the
progress of the batteries. Five ships were sunk, and then,
that no precaution might be omitted, Admiral Sir Edward
Spragg was ordered to sound the channels in person to
make sure they were blocked. By this time the tide was
making fast and the Dutch were advancing on the flow.
At the last moment Spragg returned to say he had found
a deep channel quite clear. It was too late to stop it.
Not a gun was yet in its place. In the extremity of the
danger the veteran's old Quixotic spirit was rekindled
and set every heart on fire. By the chain lay two guard-
ships which had been stationed there for its protection,
together with the Monmouth, which had just been fittedprovided for the defence of the fleet, and Pett wasand one official account which gives in detail
